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Jos xxix. Verſ. 12 13. 


Becauſe I delivered the poor that 

ed, and the fatherleſs, and him 
ya bad none to belp him ; the 
blefſing of him that was ready to 
periſh came upon me, and I cauſed 
the Widows heart to fing for joy. 


HESB Words are part of a juſt 
| Vindication of the innocent and 


righteous Job, from the ſevere 
and unworthy Reflections, and indeed 
impudent Detraction of a ſeeming Friend, 
that is, of the moſt cruel of Enemies. 
Eliphaz ſaw Job in the loweſt Abyſs of 
Miſery; the Arrows of the Almighty 
were within him, and the Poyſon thereof 
had drunk up his Spirits; the Terrors of 
the Lord fat themſelves on every fide in 
array againſt —_—_— Calamieles * 
2 m 
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him, as many ways as *twas poſſible for 
human Nature to be come at. Such a 
miſerable Life as his was, could undoubt- 
edly have very little eaſe in it ſelf: But 
when thoſe that pretended to he Com- 
forrers in his Afflictions, enereaſtedd em. 
and inſtead of pouring Oyl into his 
Wounds, made Ruptures, and in 
a kind of ſpiritual Pride (the worſt of In- 
ſolencies) by falſe Accuſations and mer. 
cileſs Charges, did tear and afflict his 
pious Soul (as if they endeavogur'd to 
render that conformable to the Preſſures 
and Miſeries of his Body) He that with 
ſuch. an undaunted hoy Mazngohmiity 
and a Patience ſo Eminent as co grow 
into a Proverb, could ſuſtain his Infir- 
mity z yet, when he is. touch'd in the 
moſt tender Part; when he is unreaſon- 
2bly upbraided with Hard- heartedneſs, 
want ot Charity, and the pony 
and unoacural ofOpprefſions, thoſe gf the 
Widow and the Fatherleſs, he thinks it 
high Time to vindichte himfelt from 
thoſe Aſperſions, which if not removed, 
would nor only take from him the Title 
and Appellation of Good, bur diveſt him 
alſo of all Claim, even to common Hu- 
manie ß. 
ca e look backwards as far the 224. 

Chapter, we ſhall Gnd this falſe Friend 


| bring 


The Excellency of Charity. 9g 
ping in ſuch a long Catalogue and 
Be of Crimes againſt Him, as his 
Malice indeed could heap up, but the 
moſt execrable Villain ſcarcely practice: 
ge ſeems ſtudiouſly to have amaſſed to- 
ther all the vile imputations his exulce- 
nted Soul could imagine to fix upon him; 
ppreſent him with cruel Satyr, inſtead 

healing Advice. 3 
I ſhall not enter upon the Examination 
the others, but as to the particulars 
ich concern us in the gth Verſe, he 
ls him, Thow haſt ſent Widows away 
ey, and the arms of the Fatherleſs have 
» brokes. How deep muſt ir pierce 
mito any Soul (that hath not quite re- 
wunced all humanity) to have ſuch a 
vy Accuſation brought againſt it? It 
ad been an mere Act to have ſent 
ny poor Perſon away empty; but to ſend 
way the Widow, the Forlorn and Sup- 
vrtleſs, deſerted as to all conjugal Hap» 
Fneſſes, deprived of all Eſtate, and ſuch 
1 Idigerit, who ought to be the whole 
orld's Care, „ the Crime, 
Ind from Uzcharitable, raiſes it up to Un- 
wal, Again, as to the other part of 
de Verſe, to have brought Calamities 
pon any one, would have been an high 
Piece of Injuſtice ; but to have broken whe 
I; that were held up in the way of 
oh B humble 
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humble Petition, and of the Fatherleſ 
to whom all Perſons owed that ProteQig 
in Charity, which as Orphans they we 
deprived of in Nature, carries in it ſuch ex 
tream Barbarity that can hardly 
praiſed by Men under ſignally odio 
Habits of Sin: And Job, a Perſon ever 
way extraordinary (but eſpecially | 


Piety ) was ſo tender to endure au vient 
thing that ſhould in the leaſt reflect up Ne uf 
him the breach of his Duty towards Coin 
or Man, that not out of any Vac d i 
ſelf love, or over eſteem of any Excelei our 
cies in himſelf, but out of a deep Sen wa: 
of the moſt miſchievous Conſequences Fiat u 
Calumoy unanſwer'd in ſuch a Caſe! the 


and the Neceſſity of vindicating himk 
from ſo opprobrious, ſo diſmal, and y 
ſo falſe an Accufation ; he breaks 0 
into this modeſt Juſtification of | 
Charity, Becauſe I delivered the poor th 
eried, the fatherleſs, and him that had no 
to help him, thebleſſing of him that was re 
to periſh came upon me, and I cauſed the W 
dom's heart to ſing for jay. 


In which words, this eminent Perſoſ S. 
as he vindicates himſelf from all had! gr 
heartedneſs, want of, CommilſeratiofOicw 
and howels:of Compaſſion towards tens 


Miſerable; fo he holds forth to i 
World a Lecture of Charity and Ben 
nig | + volenc 


The Excellency of Charity. 11 
lence, to be ſhown to all thoſe which 
ny 8 ſtand in need of, but to ſome 
reclally, who cannot ſubſiſt without 

, and upon many good Reaſons, are 
be fitteſt and moſt deſerving Objects of 
wr Pity, and Pious Liberality. 

The words therefore in which this 
tient Sufferer juſtifies himſelf, will de- 
ne upon us the Spirit of God, ſpeak- 
z in him thoſe bleſſed Effects menti- 
med in the Text, if we will but ſecure 
our ſelves the aſſiſtance of the Cauſe : 
ewas Charitable, and therefore Bl-/ſed; 
at was his Practice, muſt be our Rule; 
chen we need not doubt of the happy 
mlequences. 

We are, Reverend Brethren, met here 
Is Day upon a Glorious Account, to 
mtribute towards the Neceſſities of the 
dt pitiable, moſt by the word of God 
tommended Objects of Charity and 
mpaſhon, the Widows, and the Fa- 
les; Terms which in themſelves 
ph'1ly enforce this Noble Duty upon 
\ Surely to refreſh the Bowels of ſuch, 

o give Eaſe and Comfort to our own ; 
ey Com paſſion to theſe, is an happy 
ans of taking pity on our ſelves; great 
is preſent Reward, and its future will 
nuch more ſo. 
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»Tis an e one Charity, fro 
which a true Bleſſing is to be expe 
and nothing but a Religious Seaſonihl, 
Relief, can make him that is ready f 
periſh, break out into grateful Thankſyj 
vings, or cauſe the Mournful Widow: 
change her ſad Note, into joyful Bene 
ditions, and ſudden unuſual Exult 
tions; the Text then declarcs to ust 
performances of ſome things, the Omil 
ſion of which, a Righteous Innocent Pet 
ſon was Charged with, and therefat 
takes all poſſible Care ta remove fro 
himſelf that dire Imputation, whic 
muſt needs exhibit and render him 

Enemy to God and Man; which wi 
more eyidently appear, if we will Cot 
_. 

Firſt, That Charity, is a Duty incun 
benr upon all, to all Men. 

_ Secondly, That Alms-giving, as a Brand 
of it, is neceſſarily to be practiſed. 

And Thirdly, That to ſome Obje 
and by ſome Perſons more than others, 

Fourthly, That the Happy Conſeque 
ces of it may be very cogent and ſufficis 
Motives to the Duty. 

Firſt then, That Charity,is a Duty 
cumbent upon a#, to af Men; andh 
I mult profeſs my ſelf not a little 80 
and Concern'd, that amongſt Chriſti; 
** „ 9 F | eſpeci 
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The Excellency of Charity. 13 
eſpecially (whom the very Heathens 
Noted and Extolled for their ſingular 
Charity, and a Julian could fo far al- 
low, as in that Caſe to propoſe 'em far 
imitation) the diſuetude of the Practice 
ſhould render it liable to be proved. 
Certainly that Univerſal Kindngf and 
Benevolence, that good Nature and Promp- 
titude to be beneficial, that quatgenria and 
lacing in our own kind the objects of 
- that moſt ſignificantly ſti- 
led Humanity, which we meet with in 
Authors, and expect to receive from 
Men, is ſomething more than a bare word, 
and Nominal Notion: It is (without ali 
Controverſie) a Duty rooted in our Na- 
ture, and I am obliged to be kind and 
merciful, meerly as I am a Man. 
Methinks if there were nothing elſe 
for Argument, but that common Origi- 
nal, Nature, and Blood, by which all 
Mankind is cemented together by a cloſe 
Union, an Unzon which ought never to 
be diſſolved ; it were enough to convince 
ſome ill-natur'd Philoſophers, that Man 
is not naturally to his Kind a Lyon, a 
Bear, or a Serpent; that his firſt 3 
denounces War, and that all his conle- 
N Actions are only in ſubſerviency to 


e carrying of it on. What is the 
Crime and Corruption or Man; they call his 
Natare, 
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14 The Excellency of Charity. 
Nature, and bring him into the World, 
2 Curſe to himſelf, and to his Stock, 
diſtorted and warp'd aſide by a moſt pre. 
vailing domi neering obliquity. 

But we muſt not read the Grand De. 
ſigns of Creation and Providence in ſuch 
unſuitable Characters. No furely ! Ori- 
ginal Goodneis would never — ſet the 

of his Workmanſhip out of his 
Rand fo rough and unpoliſhed. He 
certainly Created Man in his own l- 
mage, whatever impious Notions have 
fincedeformed him into that of the Devils, 

The Almighty Wiſdom made Man, as 
much as his Natbre would permit, com- 
municative, and as he made of one blood 
all Nations of Men; fo upon that very 
Baſis he built him up a Soctable Obli- 
ging Creature, which was bound to ex- 
tend his Charity as far as he was related. 
which was to the Euds of the World. 

Let us tben look up to the Rock whence 
te are bewn, and to the Hole of the 
Pit whence we are digged, Ia. 51. 1. 
That is, let us remember, that Men, 
being all of one great Family, having 
one-common Parent, rooted in one com- 
mon Nature, and defigned to one great 
ſure End, are under the ſtrongeſt In- 
ducements to Love as Brethren, We 
may ſay with the Children of Jacob, We 

are 


The Excellency of Charity. 15 
are all. ne Man's Sons, and in reſpe@ of 
our Creatour, as *tis in the 22d of Pro- 
verbs, and the 2d Verſe, the Rith and 
Poor meet together, the Lord is the 
Maker ef them all; ſo that they are all, 
naturali Conditione pares, in the Morta- 
lity of their Bodies, and the Immortality 
of their Souls, there's naturally no dif- 
ference and where there is no diſtin- 
tion in Nature, there ought to be a 
Conjunction in Affection; and therefore 
whatever Circumſtances ſupervene ab 
Extra, to depreſs our fellow Creature, 
they are, as much as lies in us, to be re- 
paired, and he to be Pitied, and Re- 
lieved. | | 
Have we not all one Father? FHath not 
one God Created us as the Prophet ex- 
poſtulates, Mal. 2. 10. Why do we deal 
Treacherouſly every Man againſt his Bro- 
tber? As we have therefore Opportunity, 
a3 the Apoſtle Exhorts, Let us do good 
unto all Men, ever follow, as *tis in ano- 
ther place, that which is good, both a- 
mong your ſelves, and to all Men. And 
certainly our bleſſed Saviour would not 
have commanded us to love our Ene- 
mies, had he not intended that we ought 
to look upon all Mankind as Friends 
Many other Authorities may be produ- 
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ced, which either poſitively, or redug. 
_ rvely will ſerve to Eſtabliſh the aſſertion. 


The O#uid Juris therefore of this Uni- 
verſal Charity, is founded upon the Laws 
of Nature, and thoſe of God; to the ob. 
fervation of both which, as proceeding 
from a Supream, a paramount Power; 
there muſt neceſſarily be derived an im- 
mutable Obligation. 

Having ſpoke thus much as to that 
Univerſal Charity which is due to al! 
Men, I deſcend now to that Branch of 
it, which is call'd Alms-giving; or Libe- 
rality, which peculiarly reſpects our fel- 

Creature, as Poor, whom when we 
ſee by ſome unlucky Cauſes forced upon 
— Neceſſit ies, loſt perhaps in his 

ſtate, Hungry, and Cold, and poſſeſ- 
fing little of the World, unleſs it be the 
Miferies that are ſo frequent and fo Ty- 
rannical in it: We caſt 4 Commiſera- 
ting Eye upon his Evil Condition, and 
out of the Eſtate, which the Bleſſing of 
Cod hath conſerr'd upon us, we con- 
tribute with a cheerful Heart and open 
Hand to the alleviating, I not to the 
removal of, his A fflictions, we ſupply 
his Wants, relieve his Indigencies, and 
endeavour, if we cannot totally extin- 
guifh, ro make his Poverty tolerable. 


Nay 
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Now this Charity towards the Poor 
funded in the Senſe and Conſidera- 
an of that common Humanity we have 
xn diſcourſing oi before: For when 
Man reflects upon the Equality in 
Lure, Which runs through all Man- 
ind, and that we are all liable to the 
me viciſſitudes of Fortune, which ſome 
rate Perſons to their extreme Miſery 
werience 3 and ſince St. James ſtiles it 
yal Law, by which we are enjoyn'd 
love our Neighbour, as our ſelves, and 
a which our blefſed Saviour was p eiſed 
honour by his Propoſal ot it to the 
Told, Al things whatſoever ye would that 
j ſhould do to you, do ye even jo to them, 
ut neceſſarily be writ indelibly in 
ry ſober Heart; the Conſequence will 
zcaſe, that we cannot (without Con- 
nlition to God himſelf, our Nature 
id Reaſon, the Law and the Prophets) 
due that Relief to others, which, if 
were placed in the ſame miſerable 
tcumftances, we ſhould defire and 
rect, The Scriptures are ſo plentifull 
recommending this Duty to us, that 
aas chief Deſign of beſtowing Riches 
I ome particular Perſons, ſeems to be 
it they might employ em in the relief 
u charitable. Adminiſtration to the 
ceſſities of the 1 Whoſoever _ | 

ths 
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this worlds good, ſaith St. John, and ſees 
Brother bed need, and ſbutteth up bis by 
els of Compaſſion from him, hom dwelleth | 
Love of God in him ? 1 John, 17, 
is pronounced a Rebel tothe Will of Go 
who retains his Riches: when the Po 
ſtand in need of Support, and want | 
ſubſiſt by his Liberality. Nay, he th 
bath pity on the Poor, lendeth to t 
Lord himſelf ; God, who is All-ſufficienc 
and to whole glorious ſublime Nature, 
impoſſible any want or. indigency ſhou 
juſtly be aſcribed, condeſcends fo fa 
as to put What is laid out for the Pot 
upon his own Account. Bleſſed is i 
Man that confides in the ſure Promiſ 
of ſo certain and bountiful a Paymaſter 
Our Bleſſed Saviour when he 8ſh 
come in his Glory, and all his holy Ange 
with him, then 105 he fit on the Throt 
of his Glory (full of awful Majeſty) 
judge all Nations ; in that great Day 
Separation of the Saints from the Wicke 
he {hall accept the one and reprobatet 
other, accordingly as they have releivt 
or neglected the Poor; For when he (þ 
ay to the one, / hen Iwas an hungred yougs 
me Meat and to the other, you gave we 10 
Mat. 25, 35, Cc. and they conſcious 
themſelves, che One of never having co 
ferr'q any Kindncls, and the Other of 
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er having perſonally Affronted our Sa- 
four, ſhall expoſtulate by interrogation, 
lud, when be- we any Acts of Charity, 
formed any Services of Civility, or even 
common FHlumanity towards Thee ? Or on 
the other Hand, When ſaw we Thee an 
hnored, or & thirſt, or a ſtranger, or naked, 
nick, or in priſon, and did not mini ſter 
% Thee ? The Lord's Anſwer will be 
ort and quick, and on both ſides ſur- 
riſing, In«/much as you have done it to one 
fthe leaf (that is meaneſt) of theſe my 
Ithren, you have done it unto Me. 

How ſhould it then incite and inflame 
to an ardent Zeal and Promptitude to 
wont ibute towards the Relieving of the 
Wants, and the Succouring our diſtreſſed 
fellow-Creatures, when the Saviour of 
the World (God bleſſed for evermore) 
bpleaſed ro honour em with the Appel- 
ktion of Brethren, and ſhall enter what- 
beyer may be expended for their Bene - 
tas an Alms given to himſelf; whoever 
an pretend to believe this, and do the 
wntrary, by his Practice confutes his 
Rith, is an Infidel in reality, tho? a 
Chriſtian in profeſſion ; and dreadful will 
& the Reward which the Divine Juſtice 
Wl aſſign to ſuch baſe Prevarication. 

The Law of God himſelf, the inſpir d 
Irophets, the * and Proclaimers of 
| 2 18 
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20 The Excellency of Charity. 


his Will, the holy Apoſtles, are very fr, 
quent and pathetical in their Exhorti 
tions to Charity. In Levit. 25. 35, 't 
expreſly ſaid, If ihy brother be waxen pool 
and fallen in arcay with thee (in the Origins 
it js, if his Hand fails ſo that he cannc 
help himſelf, or otherwiſe it he extend 
his Hand for help or to receive an Alms 
then thou ſhalt receive him (Tn the Hebrey 
tis ſlreng then, ſupport him ſo that he me 
not irtecoverably fall) yea, tho? he b. 
a Stranger or Sojourner, which tho they 
are exempted from ſome other Privileges 
may joſtly claim a ſhare in, and have: 
Right (it poor)” to the Natives Charit 
Many other Places out of the old Law 
might (if neceſſary} be cited to this pur 
poſe, as that in Deuter. 15. 11. Thou ſbi 
pen thy hand wide unto thy Brother, tot 
poor, and to thy needy inthy Land, Indeec 
it cannot but be confeſſed that thi 
Zews were very liberal and exemplary 
in this Point above all other Na 
tions; and had it not been for the Sound 
ing of the Trumpet, and the Oſtentation 
and I know not what Merit they place 
in this Duty, they might have had a bet 
ter Reward, than popular Air, and thi 
E of Men. | 
Ius alſo the Evangelical Propne 
when he declares to his People, what fa 
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and have devoted themſelyes to the 
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was acceptable to God, He ſays, 1s it 


not to deal thy bread to the Hungry, and 
that thou bring the poor that is caſt out, 
Ye. 58. 7. ( Harbourlefſ |, utterly de- 

ute of any ſettled Habitation) 70 thy 


houſe, when thou ſees the poor, that thoa 


cover him, and that thou hide not thy ſelf 
from thy own fleſh, Viz. From him who is 
by Nature (it no way elſe) thy Brother; 
which Offices, tho' joined here with 
Faſting, are (as we have proved) neceſ- 
fary at all Times, and the Obligation to 
'em is Eternal: Dives was in Torments, 
not for Oppreſſing or Spoiliug, but for not 
Relieving and Supporting Lazarus in his 
Wants; If (as our Saviour aſſures us) 
A Cup of cold Water, (Matth. 10. 42.) gi- 
ven to one of his Diſciples, ſhall by no 
means go unrewarded ; ſurely God is 
not Unrightequs to forget this our Work 


and labour of Love; which Love we 


have ſhewn for his Name's ſake, who 
have Miniſter'd unto the Neceſſities of 
the Saints, and yet do Miniſter. | 

It would be tedious to recite but bali 
the Paſſages in holy Writ, which tend o 
Exhort us to the Practice of Religious 
Alms- giving; and in this Audience, it 
would alfo be ſuperfluous, where ſo many 
are ſo very well verſed in the Scriptures, 


Me- 
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Meditation of em, not only as their Stugy 
bat their Rule. But this may be ſaid, 


that in the Holy Scriptures, frequent In. 


junctions are promulged to enforce it 
upon us, many great. Promiſes are pro- 
poſed to endear us to it, and diſmal Ter. 
rours are thunder'd out againſt thoſe, 
which dare be ſo unnatural as to neglect 
it ; by all which as they abundantly ex- 
plain their meaning to us in this Caſe, 
ſo they render us the more inexcuſable, 
if we can be fo perverſe, ſo cruel, and 
inhuman, as not to obſerve a Duty, which 
the Care of Heaven hath with ſo much 
concern inculcated to us. | 

I very well know that Caſuiſts and 
moral Writers preſcribe many Rules to 
us, How our Charity is to be managed; Who 
are the fitteſt Donors, Of what Things the 
Alms muſt conſiſt ; How the Quantity muſt be 
proportioned; Who is a proper Object; Af. 
ter what manner we are to give; and 
Laſtly, 'The Time when we ought to do it. 
But I will not preſume to reach thoſe 
of whom I may learn. Oply give me 
Jeave ro fay, That in great and urgent 
Neceſſities, cis ſo far from being any 
fault, that tis a Chriſtian Glory, if the 
Erogation exceed the Eſtate, and then 
too, let us remember always, that our 
Charity muſt be perpetual, not conſiſt 


in 
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in a tranſient Act, as if it were a thing to 
be done but once and no more; no! it 
muſt continue as long as we have any 
Faculties whereby we may relieve, or 
there are any indigent Perſons on which 
we employ 'em. | | 
And here I cannot but take Notice of 
the frugal Opinion of ſome, who have 
imagined that all Religion conſiſts in 
Faith, and that if they could but believe 
in the Scriptural Truths (which *twas 
eaſie to fancy they could) no matter for 
what we call the Agenda in Chriſtianity, 
the Credenda are ſufficient, and nothing 
elſe would be requir'd : This is (as to 
the Purſe), truly a very ſaving Faith; 
but St. James's Authority in a few Words 
eaſily confutes theſe So/ifiaians, who ſays, 
Faith without Works is dead by it ſelf, 
and as the Body without the Spirit is 
dead, fo Faith without Works is dead 
alſo, There muſt be ſomething of the 
Hand as well as of the Head; and Faith 
without Works can no more juſtity us 
before God, than a Corps can breath, or 
put it felt into Motion, or readily exer- 
ciſe all the Actions of Vitality; For 5y 
works a man is juſtified (ſaith the Apoſtle) 
and not by Faith. | 
Upon which Account ſome on the 
other Hand ruffle it high with the pom- 
- pous 
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pous Terms of good Works, Merit, and 
Super- erogation, But can 4 Man be pro. 
ſcable to God? Fob 22. 2. Does not the 
Creature owe all that is in his Power to 
the Crearour? And would he be thought 
to Merit, when he but endeavours to pay 
his Debts? And whea our bleſſed Saviour 
fays to his Diſciples, When you have done 
all rheſe things which are commanded you, [zy 
we are unprofitable Servants, we have dune 
that which was our duty to do, Lak. 17. 10, 
Are the Woids to be taken figuratively, 
or as ſpoken in Compliment to Almighty 
God? Or can any Man (not perfectly 
blinded with Intereſt) think they can 
confer any thing upon infinite Perfection? 
Such Poſitions might (if we had time) 
be proved to be attended by no {mall 
number of abſurd Conlequences, and 
ler the proud Aſſertets manage. their im- 
pertinent diſtinction of de Condig no and 
de Congras, as Artificially as they can, 
vet they will never be able to evince, 
that the State of the Almighty may be 
better'd (which Merit mult ſuppoſe, be- 
cauſe it conſtantly makes an Addition to 
the Perſon from whom we merit) or that 
+ tew imper fect Actions upon Earth, can 
be of competent Value to purchaſe an 
Eternity in Heaven, and the Viſion ot 
God: But rather that their Divinity * 

5 ſlub- 
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- ſervient to their Polities, and that 
ch Doctrines were contrived to bring 
n the gainful Trade of Indulgencies, 
ich the Popes Treaſurers very well 
aderftand. 

| proceed now to my Third Particu- 
kr; winch is, That Alms-givi 5 is to 

v praRtiſed to ſome Objects, and by ſome 
/ous more than others. 

Firſt, I am neceſſarily more obliged 
be Compaſſionate and Charitable to 
me Perſons, more than others. 

Nature indeed obliges me to be Cha- 


table to all Men, fince we are all de- 


ed from the ſame Root and Parent; 
ut then if a certain part of this com- 
bn Body, link themſelves in a more 
ble Communion (as for Inſtance fake) 
| by a peculiar Profeſſion of Faith 
which God out of his great Mercy hath 
hined me to) I am a Chriſtian, 
de Brotherhood of Grace is to take place 
the Brotherhood of Natere, And Iam 
her to ſhew all Offices of Kindneſs and 
knefaQtion, to him that is Related to me 
the Evangelical Law, than to him 
do is only ſo upon the account of the 
Wd. Religion ſuperinducing the great- 
Tye. Proximity of Blood, Habita- 
n or Diſpoſition, found an Obligation 


more favourable to my Kin- 
dred, 
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26 he Excellence of Charity. 
dred, my Neighbour, or my Friend. 
than to any others (not 'Univerſally 
ſpeaking, but admitting of Equal Cir. 
cumſtances.) gary 
I am certainly bound to be more kind 
to my Brother, than I am to him that ” ( 
Lives in China; to him with whom! 
daily Converſe, than to him that Digs 
in America; to him that lies in my By 
ſom, than to him who is both in Lan 
guage and Manners a Stranger to me 
But then there are ſome Indigent Per 
ſons which call for my Charity, before 
what I owe to my neareſt Relations 
I cannot now [deſcend to Particulars 
but the | Scriptures have propoſed th 
Care of the Fatherleſs, and Widow, 
Eminently, that they are ſcarce upot 
any Subject more Copious, than i 
pouring out B/eſſizgs upon the Reliever 1 
or more vehement in denouncing C 
Jes upon the Regardleſs of ſuch Perſo 
in fo ſad a State of Dereliction. 
Tie ſhall not affli any Widow or Fatht 
ſs Child expreſly, Exod. 22. ver. 2 
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Curſed be he that perverteth the Judg- 
went of the Fatherleſs, and Widow; and 
o ſaiah, Judge (and do ye Juſtice in 
the Cauſe of) the Fatherleſs, and Plead 
w (viz, decide for) the Widow; and 
Jeremy, Oppreſs not the Stranger, the Fa- 
therleſs, and the Widow. 5 | 

Widowhood, and Orphanage, are 
mdoubredly the moſt diſmal States, 
that Women or Children are capable 
being under; but of all Widows, 
Wand all Children (too often God knows) 
Whoſe of the Engliſh Clergy are the moſt 

ſerable. Of which Truth, a bare 
Narration (without any Rhetorick to 
kighten it) will eaſily Convince us. 

A Man (after an Eſtate perhaps al- 
poſt ſpent in his Education at the Uni- 
erlity) is capable of and takes Orders, 
nd (be his Merit what it will) after 
any Diſappointments, and fruſtrated 
opes, at laſt (Heaven being propitious) 
e acquires a Competency, in a little 
mes Marries ; being Bred Gentilely, 
ves ſo, and thinks more of laying 
0 Treaſures in Heaven, than encrea- 
0g his Eſtate upon Earth, gets nothing 
u Children, and as he has put a ſtop 
his Hopes, ſo he doth not much in- 
dive himſelf in Cares. But then, if 
unexpected Diſeaſe, or ſome other Ac- 

D 2 cident, 
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Which cannot Weep at ſo Lamentab 


Condition, and then I leave it to yo 


laſtances of Indigence (not only up 
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28 The Excellency of Charity, 
cident, carries him off, and he dies, can 
any Caſe be more Calamitous, than that 
of the Relict and her Children? Ia 
little time ſhe muſt leave (perhaps Hun 
gry) the Place in which ſhe hath { 
plentifully Lived ; and her Off-ſpring 
muſt bid farewell to the Houſe where 
in they firſt drew their Breath, whe 
they are not certain of any other where 
in to hide their Heads : The Poor Wi 
dow hath only the Miſerable Comſot 
of giving an Account of her Husband 
good Nature, Studious Life, Kindnel 
ro her, and what might have happene 
if he had Lived ; whilſt ſhe is at preſet 
in extream Want, her Children Cryin 
tor what by her cannot be purchaſe 
{he accompanying them with her Tear 
becauſe not able to ſupply their Ind 
gencies. Thoſe Bowels muſt be of Bral 
which cannot yearn, - and that Face tc 


an Object. Think thoſe Perions 4 
{hall this Day contribute to, in ſuch 


ſelves to make the Application: But, 

2aly, Eccleſiaſtical Perſons ought 
be above others, Charitable to the Pot 
and conſequently to theſe more Pitta 


the account of the poſſibility of _ 
Ell 


is 
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behind em Objects of Compaſſion, but) 
upon Conſideration, that they have de- 
voted themſelves to the obſervation of 
the Duties of Charity, and ſhewin 
Mercy: For then every Violation of 
ſuch Duties, enlarges and widens the 
Scandal; a Flaw in a Diamond is eaſily 
diſcernable: The Duty of Paſtors (from 
the Signification of the word) is to feed; 
thoſe then that moſt want food, ſtand 
moſt in need of the Paftoral Care, and 
are moſt largely to be ſupply'd. The 
Miniſtet at the Altar ought to bring a 
Liberal Hand to the Offering: If it is 
poſſible that any Perſon ſhould be in- 
clined to be backward in ſuch a Caſe, 
let him Conſider, | 

4thly, That the Happy Conſequences 
of Charity may be very Cogent, and 
- ſufficient Motives to the Duty; ſome of 


which, to avoid Prolixity, I ſhall only 
name, | 


The Firſt is, That what we beſtow 
in Charity, we lend to God; who ne- 
ver ſhuts up his Exchequer, but will 
with large Intereſt repay whatever may 
be ſaid to be conferred on him. 


Secondly, That Liberality to the Poor, 
is ſo far from Impoveriſhing us, that » 
this 


30 The Excellency of Charity. 
this World it commonly encreaſes our 
Eſtates. | 


Thirdly, That even our Poſterity will 
be made Happy by it. 


And, Fourthly, That (by God's Ac- 


Heaven. 


All which are the Sentiments of the 
Scriptures, and out of them might be 
eafily and copiouſly proved. Indeed all 
Arguments upon this Occaſion (were it 
not in ſubmiſſion to an Authoritative 
and Pious Command) may ſeem need- 
leſs and ſuperabundant in this Auditory, 
where every one ſo very well knows the 
Grounds, the Reaſons of, and Motives 
to, and brings with him a Mind and 
Hand, ſo well experienced in, and ha- 
bituated to Charity; yet I cannot omit 
one Incentive more, and that ſurely 
which will be very Encouraging ; and it 
is the Example of our Right Reverend 
Dioceſan. | 


| He has already in a great meaſure, 


Inſpired the Family of the Prophets, 
under his Charge, with his Heavenly 
Sentiments, and beloved Practice, and 
made the Body of the Clergy, (as much 


as 


ceptance) it will at laſt Inſtate us in 
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a4 was poſſible for Members to be) con- 


formable to their Head ; which Com- 


mands not with a Domineering Deſpo- 
tical Tyranny, but by ſweet Influences, 
Rational Precepts, and Unanſwerable 
Arguments, perſwades Men into pre- 
ſear Enjoyment, and Future Felicities; 
and Inculcates to us, that the ſureſt way 
to be Happy, is to make others ſo. 

Let us. follow his Example, otherwiſe 
we ſhall be guilty of Blindneſs, and 
Error, within the aCtivity of that Sphere 
of Light, which ſhines conſtantly, and 
without intermiſſion, and is ever ſerene- 
ly pointing out Ways and Methods by 
which our moſt Holy Religion (in an 
Atheiſtical, Lopſe and Hypocritical Age, 
too much either deſpiſed og counter- 
ſeited) may be reduced to it Mrimitive 
Dignity, and Eſteem. If therefore we 
are now Remiſs, our Negligence will be 
Inexcuſable, and our Guilt will be ag- 
bros by our Priviledge. May he 
ong, long enjoy the Prayers of the Wi- 
dow, and the Fatherleſs; and my not 
any one of us be weary 0 well. doing Let 
us never ſuffer the ways of Sion to mourn, 
never ſhut our Ears againſt the Cries of 
the Poor Reli&, and her deſerted, di- 
ſtreſſed Children; and then we may be 
lure, that Heaven will hear thoſe many 


32 K . Je 44 . 
Pra and good Withes, they will 
; 8 thither for us: Then id Lord 
will bleſs an, be will lle the Houſe of I, 
rael, He will bleſs: thi wſe of Aaron, He 
ſbal bleſs them that fear him, both ſmall, 
and great. The Lord will encreaſe you 
N more and mare, both you, and your Chil- 
dren: \ Wherefore praiſe che Lord, O Je. 
ruſelem, pruiſe thy God, O Sion, for h: 
maketh peace in Borders, and hath 
N gr ny Children within thee. 


1 Now to God the Father, God the \ 
2 355 Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, 
n as is moſt due, al 
Power, Praiſe, Might, 

2 2 and Bominion, now, 
* 1 . Haan vor: Bvermore : 


pn, . 1 f 
10-23 Ke Yar Ko 1 8 
<2 ie 0; | FS 
To COL 2x + YE 4 01 | 
wr gs OA, {SE 


% o „ 
, 7 . 
: 4 
0 Ae — 2 
3 3 


